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Abstrak: Tujuan dari penelitian ini adalah untuk mengetahui keefektifan 
dari KWL strategi dalam pengajaran pemahaman membaca teks deskriptif 
untuk kelas 7A SMP Mujahidin Pontianak pada tahun ajaran 2012/2013. 
Pada umumnya siswa mengalami kesulitan menemukan ide, informasi-
informasi dan penafsiran kata pada teks deskriptif. Untuk mengatasi hal 
tersebut, peneliti menggunakan KWL strategi dalam pengajaran membaca 
pada teks deskriptif. Peneliti menggunakan metode pra eksperimen dalam 
penelitian ini. Ada dua variabel yang terdapat pada penelitian ini, variabel 
terikat adalah kemampuan siswa dalam membaca teks descriptive. 
Sementara variabel bebas pada penelitian ini adalah pemahaman membaca 
teks deskriptif melalui KWL strategi. Hasil yang di dapat melalui analisa 
tes, rata-rata untuk ujian awal 58.5. Sedangkan rat-rata untuk ujian akhir 
80.5. Melalui perhitungan statistik, maka nilai yang di dapat untuk ukuran 
efektifitas  adalah 2.39, ini menunjukkan bahwa hasil efektifitas pada 
penilitian ini pada posisi tinggi. Kemudian, hipotesis pada penelitian 
diterima.
Kata Kunci: KWL, membaca, teks deskripstif
Abstract: The purpose of this research is to know the effectiveness of KWL 
strategy in teaching reading comprehension of descriptive text to the 7A 
grade students of SMP Swasta Mujahidin Pontianak in academic year 
2012/2013. The students in this class found difficulties to identify the main 
idea, detail information, and word interpretation, especially in descriptive 
text. To solve the students’ problem the researcher used the KWL strategy 
in teaching reading. The method of this research used is a pre experimental 
research. Concerning this research, there two variables, dependent variable 
(students’ reading comprehension skill of descriptive text) and independent 
variable (reading comprehension skill of descriptive text using KWL 
strategy). The result of data analysis showed that the KWL strategy is 
effective in teaching reading comprehension. The calculation the mean score 
of pre test is 58.5. The mean score of post test is 80.5. The effect size of the 
use KWL strategy is 2.39, which is categorized as highly effective (highly 
criteria). Teaching reading comprehension of descriptive text through KWL 
technique for 7A grade students of SMP Swasta Mujahidin Pontianak in 
academic year 2012/2013 has been proved effective. In other words, the 
hypothesis is accepted.
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2iscussing reading, the readers should know the distinction between learning 
to read and reading to learn. According to Robb (2013), learning to read 
consists primarily of decoding and memorizing basic sight words. Reading to 
learn consists mostly of reading for information. In learning process, learning to 
read and reading to learn means the teacher expect students to apply the sight-
word and decoding skills, supposedly to find area information in the text. 
Based on the Kurikulum Tingkat Satuan Pendidikan (KTSP) 2006, the 
standard competence of English teaching reading skills to the seventh grade 
students of Junior High School is learning some texts, such as descriptive, and 
procedure. Therefore, curriculum guides the teacher to achieve the objectives of 
learning, related to reading skills; curriculum has been set up to develop the 
ability of reading paragraph. According to the basic competence, students are 
required to have ability in reading comprehension in descriptive, and procedure 
text. In this research the researcher focused on descriptive text as the material in 
teaching reading comprehension.
According to Gerot (1995) cited in Budiastuti (2007:28), “descriptive text 
is defined as a kind of text which is aimed to describe a particular person, place, 
or thing.” As experienced by the teacher who taught in the school, she found a 
problem of student in learning reading comprehension, especially in descriptive 
text. Most of students have difficulty in comprehend the main idea in the text. 
They do not know how to find main idea in the text.
The researcher wanted to apply an appropriate technique in order to enable 
the students in comprehending the reading text as well. An appropriate technique 
will bring more successful objectives. One of the suggested techniques that can 
bring more successful instructions objectives in teaching reading descriptive text 
is KWL strategy.
The KWL strategy represents what students know about a given topic, 
what they want to know about the topic, and what they have learned about the 
topic. KWL strategy was created to enhance reading comprehension in content 
areas. All three parts of the technique focus on a different aspect of student’s 
individual learning style. KWL strategy is also used as an organizational tool 
because it allows student to identify known information about a given subject. 
(Jared and Jared, 1997)
In conclusion, the writer chose the seventh grade students of junior high 
school, because the material is appropriate with the technique that wants to be 
applied. The writer chooses SMP Swasta Mujahidin Pontianak as the location for 
research, and discuss with the teacher to select 7 A grade students as the sample of 
research.
According Hennings (1993:2), “Reading is a thinking process that set two 
people in action together an author and a reader”. Thus the reading processes 
depend as much on the information in the reader’s mind as on the information in 
the written text. If the reader presents any blank gaps or some lack of points, the 
information cannot be properly understood.
In teaching a language, reading is one of the skills taught by the teacher. A 
reader must know what ideas that are conveyed by the writer. The more reader 
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3knows, the easier reader understands the text. According to Brown (2001), 
“teaching means showing or helping someone to learn how to do something, 
giving instruction, guiding the knowledge, causing to know or to understand.” It 
has an aim to make the students understand from the lesson given since they do 
not know. It is usually equalized with transferring knowledge but also to help 
students responding their environment in an effective way. Teaching itself cannot 
be separated from learning. Learning is a process of changing one potential in 
thinking, feeling through his or her experiences.
Teaching reading comprehension in junior high school needs appropriate 
technique in order to develop their effectiveness in understanding the text. The 
technique used by the teacher should involve some strategies in teaching learning 
process. Muskingum (2005) states that the strategies to develop reading 
comprehension may have any number of purposes as follows: (1)To enhance 
understanding of the content information presented in a text. (2)To improve 
understanding of the organization of the information in a text. (3)To improve 
attention and concentration while reading. (4) To make reading a more active 
process. (5)To increase personal involvement in the reading material. (6) To 
promote critical thinking and evaluation of reading material, and (7) To enhance 
registration and recall of text information in memory.
The strategy represents what students know about a given topic, what they 
want to know about the topic, and what they have learned about the topic.
According to Jones (2012:1) KWL is the creation of Donna Ogle in 1986 and it 
has 3 columns chart that helps capture the before, during and after the components 
of reading a text selection. Jared and Jared (1997) stated that the KWL model was 
created to enhance reading comprehension in content areas. All three parts of the 
model focus on a different aspect of student’s individual learning style. Jared and 
Jared explain that the KWL model is also used as an organizational tool because it 
allows student to identify known information about a given subject.
KWL (Ogle, 1986) is an instructional reading strategy that is used to guide 
students through a text. Students begin by brainstorming everything they know
about a topic. This information is recorded in the K column of a KWL chart. 
Students then generate a list of questions about what they want to know about the 
topic. These questions are listed in the W column of the chart. During or after 
reading, students answer the questions that are in the W column. This new 
information that they have learned is recorded in the L column of the KWL chart.
Table. 1 KWL Table
What I already know What I want to know What I have learnt
Tell me everything you
know about …
(pre-reading activity,
help elicit prior
knowledge)
Tell me what you want
to know about…
(pre-reading activity, 
set a purpose for 
reading)
Tell me what you have learnt 
(post reading activity, monitor 
students’ comprehension, assess 
their comprehension and expand 
theirideas)
4According to Gerot (1995) cited in Budiastuti (2007:28). “Descriptive text 
is defined as a kind of text which is aimed to describe a particular person, place, 
or thing.” It also has the generic structure which is summarized as follows: (1) 
Identification which identifies phenomenon to be described. (2) Description which 
describes parts, qualities, characteristics. (3) The linguistic feature occurs in this 
text is focused on specific  participants the use of attributive and identifying 
process, the frequent use of epithets and classifier in nominal groups, and the use 
of simple present tense.
In this research, there are two variables that concerned; dependent 
variable, which refers to the students’ reading comprehension skill on descriptive 
text and independent variable on which refers to reading comprehension of 
descriptive text through KWL strategy. In this activity, the students are given the 
reading text, which taken from the authentic material such as articles and guidance 
book. In the meeting, students were learned about KWL strategy, that was going 
to carry out in the treatment process. At the end of this activity, supposedly the 
students have good enough competency in reading comprehension, particularly in 
comprehending the text.
In the application, the teacher gave a descriptive text to students. Then, the 
teacher gave ten minutes to students for reading and understands the text. Next the 
teacher explained about KWL, and asked students to make a table based on KWL 
concept. After that, the teacher explained some of points that students could write 
in the table. Therefore, students asked to do it individually. The teacher gave some 
questions of descriptive text to measure students’ ability after use KWL strategy.
This strategy is effective for teaching reading comprehension, because the
teaching process more interesting. Students more interested, they feel easy to 
understand the meaning of the text. Before they read the text, they are already 
known what about the text explained. So, it made students easy to answer the 
questions according to the text. In conclusion, this technique can improve 
students’ ability in reading comprehension.
METHOD
In accordance with the problems, the method to be used by the writer in this 
research is pre experimental design or single group pre-test and post-test design. 
This design is written O1 x O2, which indicates a pretest is given to all subjects; 
they are given the experimental treatment and the posttest. Furthermore, according 
to Cohen, Luis et al (2005: 212): In experimental design, there are three stages of 
research procedures that conducted by the researcher. The first stage is signed as 
O1  that implies the value of pretest. The second stage is signed as X that implies 
the treatment of teaching and the last stage is signed as O2  that implies the value 
of posttest. In this research, the writer has applied a pre-experimental design, 
which the finding data are described based on the substantive matter of the 
research purposes.  
The scheme of this one group pre-test design is as follows. 
ଵܱ          X       ଶܱ
5The population of this research is all of 7 grade students of SMP Swasta 
Mujahidin Pontianak in academic year 2012/2013, which consists of 40 students.
In this research the writer takes the sample from seventh grade students of SMP 
Swasta Mujahidin Pontianak in academic year 2012/2013, which  consists of 20 
students.
a. Validity Test
Heffner (2004: 55) says that validity refers to the degree in which our test 
or other measuring device is truly measuring what we intended it to measure.  The 
knowledge requirement of this research is identifying students’ reading 
comprehension in reading descriptive text. From the requirement of validity of the 
test, the test is constructed based on the reading skills that need be increased in 
this research.
Table 2. Table of Specification
Reading Comprehension Number in Pre Test Number in Post Test
Main Idea 1,7 1,6
Detail Information
 Place
 Time
 People
8
5
2,3,6,10
-
2
4,5,7,9,10
Word/phrase 
Interpretation
4,9 3,8
b. Reliability of The Test
Heffner (2004: 56) says that reliability is synonymous with the consistency 
of a test, survey, observation, or other measuring device. It is consistent to 
measure the students’ reading comprehension for content reading descriptive text.
Regarding this, the test is given to the students is reliable which the score 0.42 as 
categorized moderate, because it is consistent to measure the students’ reading 
comprehension skill for content reading of the text.
Table 3. The Degree of Reliability
(Hatch and Farhady, 1982:250)
Technique of data analysis is necessary in order the results of test related 
to the problems of this research. The researcher will use analysis of effect size.
Formula:
Coefficient Relationship
0,00 – 0,20
0,20 – 0,40
0,40 – 0,60
0,60 – 0,80
0,80 – 1,00
Negligible
Low
Moderate
Substantial
High to very high
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(Cohen, 1992)
Description: 
d = Effect size 
eX = mean of Post test
cX = mean of Pretest
SD = the standard deviation
N = the total number of students
Ne = the total number of students who participated in Post test
Nc = the total number of students who participated in Pre test
Se = standard deviation of posttest score
Sc = standard deviation of pretest score
 11 xx  = the sum of score minus mean score of Pretest
 22 xx  = the sum of score minus mean score of Posttest
Below is the illustration of the effect size criteria: 0 < d < 0,2 is 
categorized as low effect. 0,2 < d < 0,8 is categorized as moderate effect.  d > 0,8
is categorized as high effect.
FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION
a. Findings
Research findings cover the answer of the previous research problem. The 
research is to find how effective the test is. To obtain the degree of effectiveness 
of the test, the researcher using the effect size formula. The result of effect size as 
follows:
1. The analysis students’ score of Pre-test
a) The maximum score of students in pre test is 70.
b) The minimum score of students in pre test is 40.
c) The average score of students in pre test is 58.5.
The total score of students’ achievement is 1170. The mean score of 
students’ achievement is 58.5.
2. The analysis students’ score of Post-test
a) The maximum score student in post test is 100.
b) The minimum score student in post test is 60.
c) The average score student in post test is 80.5.
The total score of students’ achievement is 1610. The mean score of 
students’ achievement is 80.5. The students’ mean score increase from pre
test to post-test, and it can be seen the following chart (based on the 
computation).
Based on the calculation using effect size formula, found 
is 80.5, then for standard deviation pooled (
(d) is 1.03. According to the criteria of effect size 
effective.
The expectation of the test is be able to concern the students’ achievement 
from before the treatment and after the treatment. To conclude, teaching reading 
comprehension through KWL strategy can improve student’s comprehension in 
descriptive text. Therefore, the hypothesis which says, “
reading comprehension
SMP Swasta Mujahidin 
According to the data, it indicates that the generally KWL strategy is considered 
as a helpful technique in teaching reading comprehension in descriptive text.
b. Discussion
Since the computation in data an
seventh grade students of SMP Swasta Mujahidin, Pontianak in academic year 
2012/2013 have average to good in reading comprehension of descriptive text 
through KWL strategy. It is shown by evidence of the mean score 
understanding reading comprehension of descriptive text through KWL strategy.
Furthermore, this technique encouraged students to be able to response 
about their reading. It is because in KWL strategy students have to fill the table of 
40
0
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80
100
120
Pre Test
70
40
Chart 1. Interpretation of Students’ Score
is 
Sp) 9.18. Therefore, the effect size 
2.39is categorized as highly 
KWL strategy in teaching 
of descriptive text is effective to the 7A grade students of 
Pontianak in academic year 2012/2013” is accepted. 
alysis, the researcher find out that the 
of students’ on 
Post Test
Minimum
Maximum
Average
58.5 60
100
80.5
7
-
58.5 and 
KWL and question column through their own understanding. The mean score of 
the pre-test which was administrated before the treatment was 58.5. When the 
treatment of teaching reading comprehension in descriptive text through KWL 
strategy was given to the 20 res
mean score is 80.5. The score indicated that the students’ performance in post
is better than in pre-test. The students’ mean score improves from pre
test, and it can be seen the following
Chart
From the chart, it can be seen that the students’ comprehension in teaching 
reading descriptive text through KWL strategy
pre-test score.
Based on this finding
have been done by the researcher during the teaching learning process. The 
processes, certainly, did not deviate from 
presentation, which leads the resea
reading comprehension, and the increasing of the students’ achievement score. 
The score of the increased p
of the solutions for the teachers to bring their students
the descriptive text.
During the treatment meetings, since it was the first time students used the 
technique, the researcher found out that the students wondered about what the 
technique about. Many of them got confused about how
but with the step by step explanation of the researcher, students started to 
understand the steps in applying KWL strategy
After the students understood how to apply the technique, researcher 
started the class with brainstorming.
the whiteboard then asks them some questions then students had to guess the 
answer to that question. After that, the researcher asked them to work in 
individually to fill out the table of KWL.
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earch sample and the post-test was conducted, the 
-test to post
chart (based on the computation)
2. The Comparison Test’s Score
is improved about 20% from the 
s of this research, the entire processes of treatment 
the procedures of classroom 
rcher to provide this technique in teaching 
oint shows us that KWL strategy might become one 
to be able to comprehend 
to apply the technique, 
.
The researcher wrote the title of the text on 
Post Test
80.5
8
-test 
-
9In the discussion part, the researcher found out that there were some 
students who were confused on how to fill KWL table, exactly in “want column”. 
They feel so hard to make question in “want column” in the table of KWL. They 
also made a grammatical error in their questions. Because of that, the researcher 
made some clues to all of the students in order to help their understanding through 
the text and how to make good sentences and questions based on the column in 
the table.
The next problem was when they figured out the answer to the “learn” 
column. Actually they must write the fact about what they can learn after read 
most of them wrote their opinion toward the text. They feel confused to determine 
it. The last problem was most of the students’ lack of vocabulary so that it was 
hard for them to express their own answer.
KWL is effective for teaching reading comprehension to the junior high 
school students, because it make the learning more enjoyable and makes students 
fell more comfortable. So, students learning achievement can be increased.
CONCLUSION AND SUGESTION
A. Conclusion
Based on the discussion stated in the previous chapter, the conclusion of this 
research can be drawn as follows:
1. There was an improvement of the students’ score from pre test to post test. 
The students’ score of post test was better than pre test. It showed that the 
students’ achievement of inference making ability increased.
2. The effect size of the use of KWL strategy in teaching reading 
comprehension of descriptive text is 2.39, which is categorized as highly 
effective.
3. The effectiveness of teaching reading comprehension of descriptive text 
through KWL strategy for 7A grade students of SMP Swasta Mujahidin 
Pontianak in Academic Year 2012/2013 has been proved highly.
B. Suggestion
From the result of the data analysis and the calculation, in this part, the researcher 
would like to provide some constructive suggestions as follows:
1. The effectiveness of teaching reading comprehension of descriptive text 
through KWL strategy is able to make the students active and improve 
their inference making ability in learning process. Moreover, it can give 
the students opportunity to express their ideas effectively. Therefore, it is 
suggested that the teacher may use this technique in teaching reading 
comprehension of descriptive text.
2. KWL is a good alternative for teaching reading comprehension to junior 
high school students. Good for junior high school students because to 
make easy them in learning process, they just take from their prior 
knowledge, science already they know.
3. The teacher in SMP Mujahidin should active to find material that suitable 
for KWL, then prepare the material as well to make students do not 
confuse in learning process.
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